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From the Presbyter's Desk 

Rev K James Cecil Victor 

"The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they are new every 

morning; great is Your faithfulness." Lamentations 3: 22-23 

Dear members, 

Greetings in the most precious name of our faithful friend, Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

I am overwhelmed with joy and gratitude to God for 

another opportunity to serve the congregation at 

Church of St John the Baptist, Secunderabad from 

27 July 2020. My wife Suhasini and our daughter 

Evelyn Natalia join me in thanking God the almighty 

for his faithfulness that we experienced all through 

these 14 years since we left this Church in 2006. We 

solicit your prayers and kind cooperation to render 

my pastoral responsibilities for building up the body 

of Christ. 

Ever since the world is faced with Covid-19 

pandemic, we are unable to congregate in the 

Church to worship God and to experience closer 

fellowship with one another. However, we could 

quickly switch over to the alternate medium to 

conduct worship services, Sunday school and youth 

meetings uninterruptedly. I'm happy to note that at 

least 125 people attend the worship service being 

premiered at 8:30 am every Sunday and about 750 

view our worship service by end of the week from 

different parts of the world. Our Sunday school and 

youth meets are well attended week after week. I 

would like to appreciate the Women's Fellowship for 

conducting a webinar on 'Empowering Women' on 

12 September 2020. About 45 women from our 

church and even from other CSI churches have 

attended the webinar being led by Mrs Aruna 

Bahuguna on 'Women and Leadership'; and Dr 

Madhulatha on 'Women and Health'. Besides, we 

are connecting with the members in each area 

through Zoom. I express my sincere thanks to the 

Area Coordinators for effectively organising these 

online prayer meetings every weekend. It is 

providing a space and opportunity for members in 

the area to see each other, interact, pray with one 

accord and be blessed by the word of God. For all 

these and for the healing, protection and comfort 

that all of us have been experiencing, I give thanks 

and praise to God. 

During these tough times we have come to realize 

that life is more uncertain than death! We have 

become more conscious about life and the 

protocols to follow in order to protect ourselves. 

The pandemic also made us more God-conscious as 

we take on board our frailties and limitations. Just as 

the Psalmist recounts a lifetime of God's faithfulness 

in Psalm 71, we too delineate the way God has 

helped us, healed us, saved us, given us hope and 

strength to endure these difficult times. Indeed, 

God's steadfast love never ceases and his mercies 

never come to an end. St. Paul's letter to Hebrews 

reminds us that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 

today and forever" (13:8). The unchanging nature of 

God is a pointer to his faithfulness which makes him 

trustworthy. Now as we celebrate Harvest Sunday 

on  11 October, l e t  us  ce lebra te  God ' s  

unfathomable love towards us. 

Harvest Sunday, the Annual Thanksgiving is an 

occasion that we all look forward to every year. For it 

is a time to recount God's blessings upon us and our 

families. We decorate the Church with produce of 

the land symbolis ing God's blessings and 

providential care. We bring tithes and thank 























His Mercies are New Every Morning

Dr Joel Bunyan



















Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is Thy faithfulness. This phrase is found in 

the Bible and comes from the Old Testament book 

of Lamentations 3:23. 

'Great is Thy faithfulness' is a popular Christian 

hymn written by Thomas Chisholm. Thomas 

Chisholm originally wrote the song as a poem 

which was set to music by William M Runyan. The 

lyrics in this song speak about how great God's 

faithfulness is and every time as we start our day, 

God's love and mercy falls on us. 

Just like the words of the song say, God is always 

looking over us and His love, grace and mercy fall 

upon us and no matter how many sins we commit, 

if we ask for forgiveness wholeheartedly, God will 

forgive us, no matter what time of the day it is or 

what season it is, as our God is a forgiving, loving, 

almighty, merciful and life-giving God. 

It is difficult to describe our God on a piece of 

paper as He is the same God who sent His son to 

save us for our sinful deeds. As we all praise and 

worship our Almighty Lord from our homes this 

harvest season, let us all pray for the well-being of 

our church and our congregation. Let us give 

thanks to our Lord for keeping us safe all these 

days and beseech Him to keep us safe in the 

ongoing days of trial that we are facing. Give 

thanks to the Lord for keeping your family safe 

and pray to continue to keep them safe. 

Thank the Lord for all that He has done for us, as 

our Lord is faithful. For this is the same God who 

led the Israelites out of Egypt, with help of His 

faithful servant Moses. 

For great are His followers and His prophets and 

as we humble ourselves in front of our faithful and 

gracious God, we ask for forgiveness from our 

transgressions. For, we can move mountains if we 

have faith in our God. 

For great is Thy faithfulness 0, God and as we give 

thanks to you on this thanksgiving day (Harvest 

festival) shower us with Your mercy and grace for 

You are the only almighty, loving and merciful God 

for in Your name everything begins and nothing 

ever ends. 

****** 

Miss Samarana Thomas is in the Intermediate class in Sunday school at Church of St John the Baptist, Secunderabad. 
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Men’s Fellowship Report



Routine Activities conducted by the Men's Fellowship: 

► Participated in the Weekly Bible Study (on Wednesday evenings). {The Bible Study always has

proved very helpful in enhancing the group's spiritual growth.)

► Participated in Evening Prayer Fellowship on Fridays, which includes prayers for our Church, our

congregation and for any special prayer requests.

► Assisted the Presbyter and Pastorate committee in the Church activities.

► Assisted and attending Church Music classes and Choir and Special Song practices.

► Practised and rendered special songs on appropriate themes during the Sunday services.

► Were actively involved as Area coordinators and participated in the Lenten Cottage Prayer

Meetings.

► Involved ourselves in outreach programmes: visiting the elderly who cannot attend Sunday Church

and visited and praying for those who are sick, both in their houses and in hospitals.

► Coordinated the Senior Citizens felicitation programmes.

► Took care of the poor and needy with financial assistance.

► Helped in the preparations for Harvest Festival Sunday.

► Participated in the laity meetings organised by the diocese.

► Arranged innovative seminars with in-house resource persons.

► Assisted in arranging area-wise coordinators and musical team for the annual carol rounds.

► Helped the bereaved families, during burial services.

Activities during COVID-19 pandemic period (from March to October 2020): 

Before we could start the regular Men's Fellowship meetings in the Church premises, the COVID-19 virus 

became pandemic. Therefore, no Men's Fellowship meetings could be conducted. 

On the advice of Rev Charles Wesley and the Pastorate Committee, the Men's Fellowship WhatsApp group 

was created on June 6, 2020. At present the strength is nearly 40 members and more are expected to join, 

once regular church services commence. Members of this group are participating daily with vigour and 

everyone is being blessed with Bible verses, Biblical articles, songs, prayers sent to them. 

Online Bible Study Daily Refreshing verses from the Website www.stjohnscsi.org/bible study/ are posted on 

the WhatsApp group. Exposition of few verses from daily scriptures reading from CSI Almanac, are also 

provided in the group. 

Online Friday prayers, for families and after prayer requests are also attended to. 
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Grateful thanks be to God, our Lord, the repair work done, is holding up till date and for the safety 

granted during the repairs. 

Thanks to all the Presbyters of the time Pastor G Suresh Kumar, Pastor B Shanthi Kumar Moses, and 

Pastor M Wilson for their supportive prayers and the PC Members Mr Norman Isaac and Mr James Mesa 

for their ready cooperation. 

Thanks are also due to all those mentioned above, who helped technically, to get the work done well. 

Special thanks to Philip and Rani for their enthusiastic and willing help. 

In respectful memory: VS Purshotham, Sam David, N SJ Devadatham and R J Scott 

And let the beauty of our God be upon us, 

Establish the work of our hands for us, 

Yes, establish the work of our hands. Psalm 90:17 

Except the lord build the house, 

They labour in vain, that build it. Psalm 127:1 



Sunday School Children’s Corner - Growing in Faith








